
Apologies for the
high cost of these,
but we don’t have
old copies, so
each one has
to be individually
printed, folded
and stapled as a
“one-off” when
ordered from the
printers. Cost
includes postage.  

OUCH!

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE VIETNAM TUNNEL RATS ASSOCIATION INC

HOLDFAST

A

A

UGUST 2004

UGUST 2005 NUMBER 4

eeS ouy at
lC ub Banora

Thereunionorgan si edbythe1Field
SquadronGroupistotakeplaceat
ClubBanora,northernNSWatthe
endofthismonth.

Running over the weekend of
August 26 to 28, the event will be
attended by many Sappers,
includingastrongcontingentofmen
who are also members of the
Vietnam Tunnel Rats Association.
Thisisagreatopportunityforfor em r
Engineersfromallunitswhoserved
inVietnam,togettogether,havea
greattime,andofcourse,remember
thosewhodidnotcomehome.

The reunion is an annual event
organisedbykeymembersofthe1
Field Squadron Group, including
Bar yr Kelly,TerryWard,CulHartand
MickGeorge.

LocatedclosetotheGoldacrossthe
borderinQueensland,ClubBanora
isasuperbfac liti y. Thereplentyof
activitiesplanned,withthedinneron
Saturday evening being the
highlight.

Packyourbags,leaveyourtroubles
behind and look forward to three
daysofgreatco amr deship.

Here#s some M16 mines
the VC didn#t get hold of

When the laying of the Australian Minefield in Phuoc Tuy Province was
completed in 1967, there were many M16 mines left over, still in their boxes.

There#s no better way to get rid of a mine than to blow it up, so that#s exactly
what was done with them. The extraordinary photo above shows just a
section of the vast blast being set up by Sappers to destroy the excess
mines.!Jethro"Thompson, a former Sapper with 1 Troop provided us with
the photo.!Jethro"was badly wounded while working on the minefield.

ATV documentary on the decision to create the minefield and its impact on
Australian troops goes to air on SBS at 8:30pm on the 18th of August.
Several former 1 Field Squadron Sappers are featured in interviews.
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Leading the march for the Vietnam Tunnel Rats
Association on ANZAC Day 2005 in Melbourne, will be
Colonel Doug George (AM). Doug was a Troop Officer
with both 2 Troop and 3 Troop, 1 Field Squadron in
Vietnam, and was wounded in action in a mine incident in
Vietnam on 6 November 1969. Doug recovered from his
wounds in Vietnam and was given the option to head
home toAustralia. He chose to stay on, and returned to his
Field Troops where he remained until his scheduled
return toAustralia on 11 June 1970.

In Australia Doug went on to become Commanding
Officer of the School of Military Engineering, (SME),
where all of us had previously done our Corp training.
During this time Doug was honoured by theAustralian

Government with a Member of the Order of Australia in
1984 in recognition of his services to theAustralianArmy
and the Corp of Engineers in particular.

The Vietnam Tunnel RatsAssociation will form up for the
march in Collins Street, between Swanston and Russell
Streets. Our numerical order of march is # 319, and we
follow directly after the Vietnam Engineers. Look for our
distinctive Tunnel Rats banner. March-off is expected to
take place around 11:30am, but guys usually start
arriving around 9:30am. We'll get the banner up as early
as possible so you can locate us easily.

The reunion after the march will take place in the usual
venue (along with the Vietnam Engineers group) at the
Bedford Hotel (formerly known as the !Turf Club" ) at 1
Flemington Road, on the corner of Elizabeth Street, right
at the top of the city. There will be food, raffles
(swindles?), plenty of drinks and lots of comradeship.

All former members of the Field Troops (1, 2 and 3
Troops plus 3 Field Troop are welcome to march with the
Tunnel Rats. We look forward to seeing you there and at
the reunion afterwards.

Colonel Doug George to
lead our ANZAC Day march

Doug George (far right) at a!Happening"
in2Troop#s Rec Hut, Nui Dat, 1969.

Seen with him, (L to R) are Brian !BC"
Scott, Mick Van Poeteren and Jim Marett

INSIDE:
* Going on Operations with the Infantry
* Nostalgia: Great photos from the past
*Sappers who ended up in the slammer
* Free Tunnel Rats Association stickers
* A look at the history of our RAE Badges

Brigadier Colin Kahn at the Sunday
service at the Australian War Memorial

Canberra 5RAR Reunion
Full details inside of the fun and comradeship enjoyed
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! wI ouldn'tmissthisoneforQuids,"
said Mi kc (Grumpy) Foster ofr m
Cairns in Queensland. !Some of
those5RARblokesstillow meae
f we beersf or mR&CinVung re sand
it's ba outtimeIcoll cte ed!"
!Grumpy" w sa a Sapper with 2
Troop working with 5RAR th ne
7RARwhenhewasW AI in mia ne
incidentn are theLongHais,along
withhis tma e,SapperKevConnor
who will also attend the 5RAR
r ue nion.
Comingevenfurtherforth eve entis
RodCranefromKoolupinWA.Rod
h sa not involved himself mu hc in
r ue nions but he worked a lot with
5RARandthech na tce os ea ewe f
oldfacesisenoughtodr ga Rodall
the way across Austr la ia to the
Canb re raevent.
Rodandhiswifeoperat ace attlestud
f r ia m nKoolup.
Also coming f or m WA is Gr ge
Gough ofr mPerth.Gregisakeen
attendee at 2 Troop reunions and
looksforwardtomeetingafewold
5RAR l da s if he can remember
them, and vice-vers ! r la !I ea ly got
intoworkingwith5RAR,andlov de
everyminut oe fit,"saidGreg.

! hW ne 7RAR replaced them I
r lea isedjusthowgood5RARwere."

WithoutdoubttheSappertravelling
furthestforth eve entisBill(BaBa)
Lambwhonowliv se inVungTau,
Vietnam. '!I ll be there mate," he
s ia d. '!I m getting a bit homesick
anyw ,ay and it's time for a break
f or mtheheat,ther ia nandtheBa-
Mi-Ba beer." S emse like nothing
chang se !
PeterBruntenf or m kLa esEntran ec
inVictoriaisdrivingtoCanb r oe raf r
the reunion, with a few tma es on

board as co-drivers including
Harold Bromley from Moorool-
bark,Victoria.
Atthisstag ie tlookslik ate least25
to30fo 2rmer TroopSapperswill
attend the 5RAR reunion, with
perhapsmorejoininginasthetime
getscloserandwordspreads.
Theimportantthingnowistobook
fortheeventtosecureyourpl cea at
thebigdinn re .Instructionsareinside
onhowtodothis-butdoitnow.

Three Sappers who worked with 5RAR and plan to be
there in February; (l to r) Rod Crane from WA, Mick

Sapper

!Grumpy"Foster from Qld, and Chris Kalouris from NSW.

attack on
Canberra
The big reunion with
5RAR in Canberra

over February 25 to
27promises to be a

great event, with
Sappers coming from
all parts of the country.

Don!t miss outSapper Greg Gough (above) from
Perth will be at the 5RAR reunion

It#s a personal invitation from
Brigadier Colin!Genghis"Khan

You must book now
Full details inside
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HOLDFAST
Tunnel Rats march under their own
banner at last ! Anzac Day 2004

Davies, Brian !BC" Scott, Monty
!Arab" Avotins, Peter !Roo Dog"
Scott and Mick Lee from
Queensland, and Marty McGrath,
Roy !Elroy" Elbourne and John
Hopman from NSW.

Former Sappers we hadn#t
seen or heard from in a long time
included Terry O#Donnell from
Ballarat, who helped carry the
banner on the day, and Jim
Burrough, former CO, 2 Troop, 1
Field Squadron.

The ratio of 2 Troop
participants in this first march
was very high because the
organizers were former 2 Troop
lads. We hope next year and in
the years ahead we will have a
more even mix of men from all
Troops and all years.

Spread the word. Let all
old Tunnel Rats know they can
march under their own banner on
Anzac Day each year. Contact us
if you#re interested in obtaining a
Tunnel Rats banner for your area.

!If you"ve got it, flaunt it.#The Tunnel Rats set off on their inaugural Anzac
Day march, led by former Troop Officer of 2 Troop 1 Field Squadron
(69/70),Lt Col John Hopman of Randwick, NSW.

Close to 50 former !Tunnel
Rats" marched proudly under their
own banner for the first time in
Melbourne#s 2004 Anzac Day
parade.

The men all saw service with
one of the four Field Troops (3
Field Troop and 1, 2 and 3 Troop
of 1 Field Squadron RAE in
Vietnam between 1965 and 1971.

It was these men who made up
the two-man Splinter Teams and
Mini Teams which were attached
to Infantry Battalions and
Armoured units for each operation.
Four to six week operations out
bush were the order of the day, and

apart from their normal tasks of
finding and delousing mines and
booby traps and searching and
blowing up enemy bunkers and
tunnels, these guys also acted a
honorary Infantrymen.

They wear the title
!Tunnel Rat" very proudly.

Sappers came from far
and wide to join the march,
many coming from as far as Qld
and WA. Interstate visitors were
all former 2 Troop lads from the
69/70 era and included: Greg
Gough from Perth, Mick
(!Grumpy") Foster and Kev
Connor from Cairns, Arthur

Brigadier Colin Kahn has invited 2
Troop Sappers to his Battalion"s 2005

reunion. Full details inside.

5 RAR invites us to
their 2005 reunion
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The Boys from the North

AUGUST 2004

TheDarwintripistur in gon utto
be ib geg r than Ben Hur. E nve
bef ro e calling for peo lp e to
commitand ookwe'veha nb da
exceptionalr spoe nse,wit mh any
S ppera s ri gin ng, emailing and
writingt sayto hey'llbein.

Duet poo er ta ionalactivitiesthe
dat feo ourtriphas adth chao nge
toNovember 7t1 o20,butyou'll
needtoarriveinDarwi tna least
lateont e1h 6 asFridaythe17
willbeafulldayof cta ivitieson
t eAh rm seyba .

At t eh Darwin end, the 1st
Combat iEng een r Regiment
(1CER)ar uep lli gon ut la lstops
t sho uo w sawarmwelcomeand
give us a rg eat r gan e of

eexp riences.Th yare el yia gon n
sebu stotransportust noa dfrom
rou Darwincit myacco m dao tion
dan theArmybase(about20km)

andtheypl na ha w olerang ofe
activities.

Ont eFh ridaywe'llhea utdo to
thebase(meno ln yonthi y)sda
wherewe'll egb ivenahands-on
lookatthelat ste equipment s du e
by m deo rn Com tba E gin neers.
We'll be t kena t rh ough t ihe r
state-of-the- ra t l sera shooting
r gan e.We'llrideint eah rmoured
personnel rca riersthat ra enow
part of CER que ipment (this
shouldstirafewmemoriesfor su
all,includi tng hose hw o' beeve n
blownoftheset ih gsbn ymi esin n
Viet amn !). We'll enjoy dri ksn in
the OR's Mess, giving us a
chancetochatwiththeSappers

rse vingin1 RCE ,andofcourse

a anch ce to tell them wil ld y
gexa gerated war stori se $ and
lexp ain how when we l fe t

Vietnam we were act alu ly
winni tng hewar.H nesto ! iF nally
we'llend piu ntheBDEMessf ro
af w uie q etdrinksandmaybea
fewmessgamesbef ro egetting
backonthebustoretur tn oour
accommodation.

Duringthed nS tayo a ur ay1d 8
we plan a trip to t A she u tralian
Aviati no Heritage Centre were
theyh v ara e nga eoffascinating
stuffincludi gMn ir ge S ra and ab e
j te fight re s,aB- b52 om erb dan a
H eyCobru agunship.

Sat ru day ni tgh we'll aveh a
un lT ne R ta ' isd nnertowhichwe'll

i vin te some fo the fo ficers and
menfr mo 1 CER.

aywiSund llbeafreeday,t doo
twha you like. As usual we'll

esid gnat ane earbypu tb obe uro
meeti png oint p$a laceyo c nu a

la y ndewa swa rtoan fd indaf we
matesenjoyinga erbe .

On Mond ya w 'e ll ahe d back to
the 1 CER base f ro a farewell
lunch ro afternoontea.

Aftert ath ,itwillbetim fe orsome
finaldrinkstogetheratthepubin
the aft re noon/eveni gn before
peo lp ehe ofad feit erh t tha night
or next yda . Some ope ple ra e
stayingl ngo ertoenjoythesights
ofDarwin.

th th

st

th

st

st

S ee ne tx page for details no
howt dobookan w ah ttod :o
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Date change on Darwin visit to
1st Combat Engineer Regiment

ABOVE: A modern-day
Sapper from 1st CER

AUGUST 2004Ourvis oitt 1stC m ao b tEngineer
Regiment and1 iel Squad onF d r
in Darwin was an enor ousm
s cu cess.Therewere6 o s5 fu no

nthetripa dwew r a e tee e lltr a d
or y llya byth m no th se e f e u se nit ,

who e icd d atedthr etofourdaye s
to ot nlyn o makeusfe lwe elcome
but to emphasise that they s ee
andappreciat use sa arichpart

e aoftheirh rit ge.
A great highlight was

tmee ing na d int race ting with 1
Fld nSq (our old nu it from
Vietnam). We ra e pr uo d and
pleas d r p r ae to e o tth twhilemany
things ra e m derno ised and

p i a eo erat onal r asvary,themen
wi h u b lovt ino r e d F Sq re 1 ld na e
carry gin outv re ymucht esh ma e
sort fo tasks we e ltd a with in
Vietnam. Three Tr oo p of 1 Fld
Sqn are even fo fic llyia c lla ed
"TheTunnelRats .#

h leW i the m ne of the
u d nSq a ro ra e c a lyle r

pr feso sional and e icd d at d,e
th ree is still a r ag e t spirit of
larrik isin mpres n ae t$ ness n le tia

ielement nanyc m a go b tEn ineer
nu it. The a cr u ous e ab h v uio r,

cynic la s ne se of u o rh m u na d

warm c m a eo r d s iph was a rt ip
backintimeforus.

A r ag e t emot nalio
igh hlight for the visiting Tunnel

Ratswasw e wh n ef sir tw n foe t r
dr kin s with all ranks in ht eir big
ind o /o td oo r u o r o zb o er. There
were vo er 03 0 serving m ne (all
dressed in th ire camouflaged

eg ar)from1CERand1 ld nF Sq
wa ait gin uo r ar ivr la , and as we

walk de in, they lla sto do and
ap la dep u d su . fI y uo weren't
chokingbackatear,y uo w r ne e 't
human.

D r g eu in th visitwith1CER
n ld ,a d1F Sqn w we erebrie edf
no their most recent activities

ar u d eo n th w r ,a do ld n s oh wnall
th ire lat se t ge ra , demons r et at d
by p eSa p rswhoreallyknewth ire
stuff.Werode ntheAPCo 'sand
fired w ae pons in the laser
s o tin r n .h o g a ge W h d u ee a ah g

in e t Od n rin he R'sm se s,whe er
we ag ve them a v eid o
pres n t o he ta ion n owth Te n eu n l
Rats p eo erat d in Vi tnam.e We
had rd inks in the flash Officer's
Mess, na d of course s ve eral
s se s nio s t Oin he R's o zb o er.

O t S rn he atu day ve ening,

as ht e sun went down we
e e br m m ered uo r fa nlle

comra ed s with a ig id nif ed and
m t ae o ion l Remembrance

Ceremony.
An amaz gin xe perience

overall, na d we s cin erely kthan
the Officers and men fo 1 CER

n 1 ld f t ir oa d F Sqn or he h spit litya
n ca d omradeship.

Weintend toex lo ep r ways
in which we can c n uo tin e this
relationship with uo r old un ,it

cin luding c vo erage inHold asf t fo
ht eir cur e t- ar n d y ca tivities. We
willbeseeking e mp r issiontodo
this t e r e xin im fo th ne ist sue.

See i sn eid for lots fo
photosfromthevis .it
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Tunnel Rats find their home and heritage

Army Combat Badge

Membership

The Newsletter

Our submissions to the Chief of
Army have been successful
and 1 Field Squadron is the
only Vietnam era Engineer unit
approved for issue of the new
Army Combat Badge (ACB).
Inside we have complete
details on who qualifies and
how to apply.

If this issue of Holdfast contains
a loose form for renewal of
membership, it means your
membership is due. Please fill
in the form and post it with your
cheque for $38 to keep your
membership valid.

Holdfast is a great success, but
because of the cost of
production, we can no longer
send it free to people who don't
pay an annual membership.
See the back page for more
details on ensuring you
continue to receive the best
unit newsletter inAustralia.

TheVietnam Tunnel Rats and the Sappers of today intermingle
in the Or!sboozer at 1st Combat Engineer Regiment, Darwin

This year Tunnel Rats will be
p or udly marching under their
own Vietnam Tunnel Rats
Association banne sr in three
capital cities $ Sydney,
Melbourne andPerth.

eM lbou nr e led the way
th er eyea sr ago,Perthwasnext,
and now Sydney has joined in
th or ughtheexceptionaleffo tr sof
GrahameCook 1( T or op66 6- 7 .)

, Grahame
wentth or ughthelong p or cessof
obtainingapprova olfr mtheRSL
for the Vietnam Tunnel Ra st
Association ot marchundertheir
ownbanner W. ewillbeforming
upinBentStree St ydney, right
behind the Vietnam e ar 1 Field
SquadronEnginee sr g or up.The
Tunnel Rats will em et after the
march at Mortdale RSL. If you
have any questions, contact
Grahame on0428258104.

ht eTunnelRats

willfo mr upbehind ht eVie nt am
Enginee sr g or upinTheTerrace.
Areunionisplannedfo ar fterthe
march.ContactPe et rBenne tot n
thedayorcallPeter on08-9385
5499ifyouhaveanyquestions.

ht eTunnel
Ra st will of rmupinCollins Street
between Swanston and Russell
Streets,alongside ht eTownHall.
We a er position number 321,
righta tef tr he am inVietna -m era
Enginee sr group. Look for our
TunnelRatsbanner.

After the am rch in eM lbou nr e a
buswillpickusupalongsidethe
Sh ir netotakeustoaVietnamese
restaurant in Victoria S ret et
Rich om ndfo lur nch($15 a) nda
zillion beers. All former Tunnel
Ra st are welcome.

eAft r
lunchyoucanstayonfo mr ore

beersandwa sr to ier s, o yr oucan
tram it to the Tu fr Club ho et l
whe er the Vietnam-era
Engineers are em e int g.

nI Sydney

nI Perth

In eM lbourne

Luncha tf erthe aM rch

Ins rt uc iot ns
on em e it ng the bus will be
handedoutonANZACDay.

In Melbourne this year we'll be
ledbyColonel Sandy aM cGregor
who was T or op cOffi er of the
legendary 3 Field Troop in
Vietnam in 1965-66, the T or op
that found and sea cr hed the
fa om usCuChiTunnels.
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Tunnel Rats to march under their own banner
in three cities on ANZAC Day this year

AUGUST 2004

TheVietnam Tunnel Rats and the Sappers of today intermingle
inthe Or#sboozer at 1st Combat Engineer Regiment, Darwin

Army Combat Badge

Here it is lads. Wear it with pride.
More details inside.

If this issue of Holdfast contains a
loose form for renewal of
membership, it means your
membership is due. Please post it
with your cheque for $38 to keep
your membership valid.

Membership

Sandy MacGregor to lead us
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Gooooood morning Afghanistan!
Today!sSappers greet a new day in

anold war a long way from home

W ededicate our cover this issue to all the Sappers currently serving overseas.
Above: Captain Carl Miller and Sapper Peter Lawlis with explosive detection dog 'Merlin'

watching the sunrise as they prepare breakfast on an operation in Afghanistan in May this year.
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T rhe e's r e den we at lk a ongsm t
ht eTunnelR tsa ofatripbackto
Vie n m st a a rag p.Sou oome fus

vha e alre dya ebe n cba k
in id vid alu lyorwi h mat afew tes,

dean veryo ew ohn h as a et em d h
jo ru n ye h sa hot roughly jen oyed
h xt ee rpe ie cn e.

T she gug estionisthatwemake
he rt t i spa aTu neln R ta sgroup,
res rt icted othot sewhoserve id n

eon of the Field Tro pso in
Vie n mt a (3FieldTro p,oro r1,2o
3Tro po 1o f FieldS aqu dron).No
exceptions.

Wealr dea yh va ei ind cati son ht at
specialtours j, ustforus c, anbe
org nia s f red o the uC iC h tunnels,
he u et t nn lsatLongP uho c,and
also into ht e ngLo H ia 's (bring
your own flack jacket and

lhe met!).

u lRo gh y,theplaniswe'darrivein
Sai n,go stay for two nights
(during w ih ch ht e Cu iCh trip

uwo ld be emad ), then move ot
Vu gn Tau by hydrofoil up the
Sai ngo River. We'd stay in
Vu gen rs of r five nig th s, during

iwh chti emew 'dvisitall ht ekey
places incl iud ng N iu tDa , the

rHo seshoe and ht e mi fne ield
site,theLongHai's,LongP uho c
T nun els,Lo gTn , nan a dvarious
vill eag stha w rt e e a if m liar ot us.
We'd then return to Sai ngo for
wt ofurthernights f rbe o eeh ading

cba ktotheworld.

T ihe mpor htantt i o rng nt ipslike
hit sistostick o t rt ge he as rag o pu
r rathe than bre ka off into little
sub-gr pou s.To rp o te hmo t iswe'd
organis buea slar ege noughto
carry usall, plus w 'e d alls at yin

the same hotels and most
din ern s a dn lunches c lou d be
or nga ise .Td h re e'ds it llbepl ten y
offre tie me of rthos h oew owantt
explore the d le i tgh s of Vungers
orSai ngo .

Atthiss a wt ge e'rejustfishin f rg o
levels of interest, ht en we can
cost it up and give accurate
pricin beforg nea yonecommi st .

So, if you'd like to explore the
ideaofhe dia ngbacktothefun yn
farm with a ncbu h of ef llow
Tu nen lR ta s,letuskn wo .

Wri e p et , hon ore ima lJimMarett
(s cee conta tdetails t ebon h ack

gpa e)a dgn iveusani ind cati .on
T rhe e is some debate also on
whether this w ulo d be a b! oys

lon y"trip,jus lt ik ueo rfirs pt osting
there, or hwhet er wives or

rpa nt ers w ulo d join us. L te us
kn w ha yo w t t iou h nk.

A warning ot ht e resi n sde t of
Sai ngo dan Vu gen rs: - cLo k up
yo ru d uga hters, res rt ain y rou

gdo s,pu yt rou valu bla esinsafe
places dan chill the b er,e ht e
S peap rsareco im n bag ck.

Return Visit for the Tunnel Rats?

ABOVE: View from a chopper, with Vung Tau back beach bottom right,
town and front beach middle, front, and looming ominously in the

background, the infamous Long Hai Mountains.

Membership renewals
It#s over a year since we started taking members. The first lot of
membership renewals will be posted out shortly. Unfortunately our
system was a bit basic at first so we don#t have exact dates on when
some people joined (we#ve since fixed this up). So if you receive a
renewal notice and you feel it#s a bit early, let us know and we#ll
adjust the records. Or, if you#re feeling generous, pay up anyway.
Newly issued cards now have the date of issue on them, and they
still provide that 15% discount at the Peter Badcoe Club in Vungers!
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Bas d Dae in rwin,the1stCo batm
Engineer Regiment (1CE )R
carr s uie o tt s ta ks hatweasField
Engineer cas rr d uie o t Vin iet an m.

Ha inghe rv a od fourT n e tu n lRa s
Associati no and se ne uo r
newsletter they are keen for us
oldSapperst g to e t g to e herwith
m d ro e Sa p rn p e soft d yo a

We ra e delighted with t ish
invitat nio , n p n ra d la a u ie n onof
T nnelR tu a osandan ff iaic lvisitto
1CER in Darwin vo er four days
13- 6 c1 O tober2006.We#lladvise
best ra riva n de ala d p rt ru etim se
anddat se inournext uiss e.T eh
Officersa d e on m n f1C a eERh v
promised rg eat o ph s it lita y,
inc d glu in a t uo r of the base, a
vie ingw of curr ne t q ip e te u m n ,
andofcour e g ts a a her gin inthe
OR s ess(' m wh re e

Our rd kin sandfoo w ead illb tour
co ts intheM ss.e W w e ue illse ko t
good value ac omm d tc o a ion f ro
t e th even andadvis o coste n and
howt b o o ro o kin u next de iti no .
Y uo 'll ne de to make your wo n
wa ty oDar inw , n aa d t o ry u own
co ts obvio slyu . aAp rtfromg te ting
t go ether itw h 1CER, llwe' t ka e
t ih s opport nu ity to get t g to e her
our sselve asTunnelRats,wit ah
We omeDlc rink se sionandans s
Officia n rlDin e ro nlu chinDar inw .

All c ma co modation, official
dinners, n h ,lu c es drinks te c will
be at raw oc sttoatt n e we d es ith

noprofitsoradm istin rat nio costs
goingtotheV tie an mTunnelRats
Association ro toany odyb .

An fo ficial T nnelu aR ts P loo -T
Shirt with uo r logo will eb
produc dfe orthevisit(Darwinis
hot, dam h tn o !),andagaint ish
willb a aila leate v b raw sco twith
noprofitsg in to g oany ne.o

This is a rg eat ! o b "d u le
opport nu ity tomeet p uu o rse slve
asT n tu nelRa sa dn tomin lewg ith

modern Sappers in their wo n
environ nme t.

Full details will eb in the en xt
issue, ub t we d' like to get an
indicationof un mber ,s soifyou're
alikelystarterlet s o ou kn wn w.
Cont ca t Jim Marett no 30 -98 42
4967 (hom )e or 03- 6 09 9 7888
( ow rk) ro 4 30 0 041962(mobile)
or send Jim an email on:
t n eu n lr ta @optus en t.co .m ua

Darwin,her w o ee ec m !

ex g era g at gin
while t lline g war st ro ies to t eh
yo nu g p eSa p rs will be
co pulsorm y!).
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Tunnel Rats invited to Darwin by
1st Combat Engineer Regiment

The Sappers of 1 CER have their own APCs these days. This Mechanized
Combat Engineer Squadron proudly displays its vehicles. Each Combat

Engineer Troop has five M113 !s, one TLC and one LET(Light Eng Tractor).

Vietnam trip moved to next year
We had a good response to the idea of a !Return to Vietnam"trip for
Tunnel Rats. However, with so much already happening this year,
including the SME reunion and now the exciting news of getting
together in Darwin with currently serving Sappers, it was thought
best to move the Vietnamtrip till next year. We#ll keep you posted on
likely dates and provide more details as they come in. There
seemed to be a preference (amongst those responding) for a !guys
only"tour - but the jury is still out on that one.
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Holdfast is talked of as the best unit newsletter behind all this is our affection for our beloved 1 
in Australia. It has that sense of Sapper Field Squadron and the Corp, plus our sense of 
mischief and black humour that was such a part duty to the men we served with, particularly 
of our lives way back then. And yet it is filled those who did not come home, or who came 
with respect for the role played by the men in home terribly wounded. Don’t miss an issue of 
the Field Troops of the RAE in Vietnam. And this extraordinary publication.    
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I wish to order the following old issues of Holdfast (please tick): 
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